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SUB J : IVORIAN PRESIDENTIAL VISIT TO GABON 
REF: LIBREVILLE 708 

1. ON JUNE 13 PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY CALLED TOGETHER POLITICAL 
BUREAU, CABINET, AND ALL OTHER PERSONS WHO ACCOMPANIED HIM ON 
GABONESE TRIP LAST WEEK. A DEPUTY WHO ATTENDED SAID HOUPHOUET 
SURPRISED EVERYONE BY CALLING ON EACH OF HIS FELLOW TRAVELERS 
INDIVIDUALLY AND ASKING FOR THEIR VIEWS OF THE TRIP, WHAT STRUCK 
THEM PARTICULARLY ABOUT GABON. AND WHETHER THERE WERE ANY LESSONS 
IN IT FOR IVORY COAST. APPARENTLY A VERY HONEST DISCUSSION, 
EXCLUSIVELY AMONG IVORIANS, ENSUED. 

2. ACCORDING TO NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF SESSION, IVORIANS WHO WENT 
ON PRESIDENTIAL VISIT WERE PARTICULARLY IMPRESSED BY NEW SENSE 
OF CIVISM AND MOBILIZATION OF PARTY MILITANTS FOR COUNTRY'S 
PROGRESS, AND ESPECIALLY COHESION AND SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY 

OF THE COUNTRY'S CADRES. 

3. ONE FON MIN PARTICIPANT TOLD EMB OFF THAT ONE OF HIGHLIGHTS 

OF JUNE 13 MEETING WAS DISCUSSION OF GABON'S VERY OPEN IMMIGRATION 
AND NATURALIZATION POLICY. WHEN QUESTION WAS RAISED AS TO WHETHER 
THIS DESIRABLE FOR IVORY COAST, HOUPHOUET SPOKE UP AND COMPARED 
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POSSOBLE WAS NEEDED TO BUILD UP OUR COUNTRY, REMARKING THAT IT 
WAS ONLY WHE US WELL LAUNCHED ECONOMICALLY THAT BARRIERS BEGAN 
TO BE PLACED ON FREE IMMIGRATION. HE SAID HE SEES IVORY COAST 
GOING THROUGH SIMILAR EVOLUTION. 

4. THERE IS CURRENTLY A GABONESE DELEGATION VERY QUIETLY IN 
ABIDJAN, PURPOSE OF WHICH EMBASSY IS UNAWARE. EMB OFF CHANCED 
TO MEET TWO OF ITS MEMBERS ONE, OF WHOM WAS DOCTOR CHAMBRIER 
RAHANDI, DEPUTY AND MEMBER POLITICAL BUREAU. 

SMITH 
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